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National Youth Course – Coaching Philosophy 
Chad Krockover 

Youth Soccer is about learning.  Coaching youth soccer is about teaching both by action 
and by example.  I coach youth soccer to challenge players to develop life skills, ethics 
and moral awareness, and fitness knowledge.  It is my responsibility to demonstrate these 
attributes in my actions as a coach and as a person.  I challenge myself to lead by 
example and to live by a work ethic that pushes me to be better every day. 

My passion for coaching youth soccer is derived from the sense of pride in development of 
both the player as an individual and the team as a whole.  The success of a coach, a 
player, a team or a season is valued based on improvement – Did I improve as a coach? 
Did each player improve? Did the team improve?  A season can be a success outside of 
the win/loss column; a season can be a success if each facet of the team showed 
improvement. 

I do not coach youth soccer for trophies or silverware; I coach youth soccer to make a 
difference in a player’s life.  I can vividly remember the special youth coaches in my 
career that impacted not only the quality of my play, but my development into the person 
whom I have become. 

My youth soccer coaching career began with passion, but that passion was unfocused.  
This lack of directed focus lead to frustration and negative behavior.  As I learn more 
about the game, I learn more about myself.  This introspection has lead to my current, 
more directed passionate and positive approach to coaching.  

My current approach is to teach about technique, creativity, tactics and the passion for 
playing the game.  My coaching style is direct, firm and fair.  I believe that playing time 
and positional opportunities are to be earned by working hard at training sessions.   

I do not believe in yelling and screaming from the sidelines by either coaches or parents.  
My passionate coaching points are communicated directly to each player in a productive 
manner.  I expect the parents at my soccer club to respect themselves and their players 
enough not to subject anyone to the negative loud behavior that no one deserves. 

I strive for new and better ways to teach technique and tactics.  I want to foster an 
environment where the creativity of a player can be cultivated and allowed to flourish.  I 
believe that true passion or love for the game is the driving force behind a player’s 
development on the pitch and improvement as a player. 

A soccer coach at any level is charged to teach the game, to teach respect for the game, 
and to teach the love for the game.	  


